CEREMONIES  

WITH LISA
Custom ceremonies with heart and soul

CEREMONY PREP QUESTIONS

These questions are an opportunity to make the most of your ceremony prep process as it relates to bringing the two of you even closer together and the ceremony being very meaningful and really representing who you are. These questions will help you think about your life together, who you are as a couple, and they will also help you to have even more clarity about what’s important to you on your big day! If you can, I recommend taking an hour or so out of your busy lives to sit down together or go out on a date and take some time and thought to answer these. It will take a little while to answer and may feel a bit overwhelming, but the answers you provide are gold for making your ceremony awesome ;)

LOTS OF LOGISTICS – ALL THE NUTS & BOLTS THAT ARE HELPFUL FOR ME TO KNOW…

Bride Info - Full name, occupation and age:

Groom Info - Full name, occupation and age:

Bride cell phone & email address: 

Groom cell phone & email address:

Any other cell phone numbers you think could be handy for me to have on the day of the wedding. For instance – coordinator/planner, mother, best man, etc…

THE PROCESSIONAL 

(That’s when everyone walks in down the aisle)

List any Bride parent names who will be attending (full name please):

List any Groom parent names who will be attending (full name please):

If there is a Maid of Honor, list her full name and relationship to you:

How many bridesmaids?

If there is a Best Man, list his full name and relationship to you:

How many groomsmen?

If there is a flower girl and/or ring bearer, list names and ages here:

Plan to have adult “watchers” for any ring bearers or flower girls. This is a parent or other adult for each – this person makes sure the little one makes it down the aisle, goes the right way, and has someone to guide them should they get off course! Who would this be for each little one? Names and relationship to the child…

Will someone be walking the bride down the aisle and if so, who?

Are there any other people participating in your processional?

THE CEREMONY

What are a few words to describe the tone/feel you would like for your ceremony:

Number of guests attending your ceremony:

Do you know how guests will be situated? For example: in a circle, in rows, sitting, standing, etc:

For an outdoor location: What is the backup location for your ceremony in case of bad weather?

Is there anything you’d like to say to specific people during the ceremony – for example, something you’d like to say to a mom or dad, or any loved ones who have passed away who you’d like to acknowledge. What are your ideas, if any, as to how you’d like to acknowledge them?

Who will have the rings? A popular choice is for maid of honor and best man to have the rings, unless you have someone else in mind. Note: If you have a ring bearer who is under the age of 14, I suggest that you have the ring bearer carry fake rings, while the people who will be handing you your rings during the ceremony carry the actual rings. That way the rings have no chance of being lost by a small child!

Do you have any thoughts about readings, prayers, poems or music incorporated into your ceremony? And if so, who might share them – for instance, a family member, friend, etc…

Is there anyone else you want to play a role in the ceremony? For example, children or other significant people…

Are there any special rituals or family or ethnic traditions that you want to include?

How would you like me to present you to your guests at the very end of the ceremony? For instance, “I now present to you…. Mr. & Mrs. Last Name” or if you’re keeping two different names, you might have me say, “I now present to you Joe Last Name and Jane Last Name”.  Just fill in the blank here with whatever you’d like me to say:

“I now present to you ___________________________”

SPIRITUAL, RELIGIOUS OR OTHER PREFERENCES

How would you each describe your current spiritual, religious or other beliefs?

Would you like for “something larger” to be referred to in the ceremony? For instance, God or Love or Spirit or any words that speak to you in that way. Tell me anything about this that’s important…

Let me know if any tension might be present on your wedding day regarding spiritual beliefs. For instance, parents ascribe to a religious tradition that you don’t, and there’s some stress there, or anything like that…

SOME KEY THINGS THAT I NEED TO KNOW FOR YOUR CEREMONY

What does getting married mean to each of you?

What do your rings represent to you? Meaning, when you place that ring on the other’s finger, what does it represent to you?
If we were meeting again 20 or 30 years from now, what would you hope to tell me about the years you’ve spent together? What are qualities in your relationship that will have helped you achieve the dreams you’ve created together in that time?

Bride tell me about your groom – what qualities you love, how you know he’s the one for you, and anything else that you’d like to share…

Groom, tell me about your bride – what qualities you love, how you know he’s the one for you, and anything else that you’d like to share…

ALL ABOUT THE TWO OF YOU
Whew, congratulations on answering all of the questions above! The rest of this questionnaire is more about the two of you and your relationship. Answer the questions that you are most inspired to answer!

When and how did you meet? And what did you think or feel about each other when you first met? If you told me this during our initial chat, I likely took notes so don’t worry about going into too much detail. Or if we didn’t talk about this, elaborate away!

What is your engagement/proposal story? Same as for how you met – if you told me about this during our first chat, I took notes and you don’t have to provide a lot of detail. Or if we didn’t talk about this, then I’d love to hear about it…

How do your individual personalities come together in your relationship? For instance, one of you is really playful and one of you is more serious and you balance each other out, or anything like that…

What’s your lifestyle like? Give me a snapshot of your typical day-to-day…

If you can think of one, tell me about a story or something that’s happened to you as a couple that is one of your “quintessential” stories, i.e. it represents who you are…

Do you have any particularly funny stories that have happened to you as a couple that you can share with me?

Are there any values or ideals or ways of life that are particularly important to you as a couple?

Are there any other important stories or challenges that you’ve overcome that you’d like me to know or incorporate into your ceremony? If so, what strengths did this bring out in you as a couple?

Tell me anything else about your relationship that you feel will help me to get to know you, or that you would like your guests to hear about during the ceremony…

ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: You’d think it’d all be covered by now ;) but just in case it isn’t, let me if there’s anything else that you want me to know that didn’t get answered in the questions above!


